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The Benefits of PR 

Discussion about PR often centres around 
the details of how a proportional system 
will work instead of on the end result – 
consensus-style government. Consensus (or 
coalition) governments have additional 
benefits and the evidence for a more 
proportional system is comprehensive and 
compelling.  

Research over 55 years has repeatedly 
demonstrated that on average, countries 
with proportional systems: 
▪ have 7.5% higher voter turnout 
▪ create policies that better reflect the  
   views of the median voter 
▪ have citizens more satisfied with their  
   democracy 
▪ elect 8% more women 
▪ have lower income inequality 
▪ have better environmental performance 
▪ are just as fiscally responsible, and have  
   higher economic growth 
▪ have no more frequent elections 

In the last provincial election 54%  (or 
almost 44,000) of the voters  elected no 
one. Citizens want their vote to count. They 
want their vote to elect a candidate. 

For more information 
check us out online! 

 

www.peipr.ca  
www.facebook.com/ 

peiprcoalition   
   Twitter @PEI_PR   

 
Or contact us: 

cooperinstitute@eastlink.ca  
or phone 902-894-4573. 
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What is the PEI Coalition for 
Proportional Representation (PR)? 

The PEI Coalition for Proportional 
Representation is a network of community-
based organizations and individuals 
convinced of the value of proportional 
representation as a creator of more 
democratic governments and as an 
instrument of advancing greater levels of 
democratic involvement, in general. 
  
Purpose of the Coalition 

The PEI Coalition for Proportional 
Representation (PR) aims to: 
• Increase citizens’ knowledge of PR. 
• Highlight the community’s capacity to 

understand and help implement PR. 
• Engage the community in productive,  

non-partisan, evidence-based dialogue 
about PR. 

• Provide a safe respectable space for 
people to identify the sources of possible 
fears about PR and to overcome the fears. 

• Encourage citizens to make their voices 
heard about the advantages of PR. 

• Identify that not all voting options 
presented in the White Paper do not lead 
to PR, but are designed to produce a  
non-proportional, specific result. 

 

 

What is the Meaning of Proportional 
Representation? 

In general: 
PR is a system which gives fair party 
representation in legislatures according to 
the percentage popular vote. 
AND 
PR is also about electing legislatures which 
reflect the make-up of the community (e.g. 
by gender, ethnic origins, age, orientation 
abilities, etc.) 
  
Where has Proportional 
Representation been successfully 
implemented? 
Of the world's 35 major, well-established 
democracies -- meaning countries with high 
human rights ratings and at least two 
million inhabitants, thirty-one use some 
form of proportional representation (PR). 
Only three countries (Ghana, United States 
and Canada) do not have any form of PR at 
any level of government. Since World War II 
no emerging democracy has chosen a first-
past-the-post (plurality) system. All have 
opted for some form of PR. Most countries 
with more proportional voting systems are 
governed by stable and productive majority 
coalitions which actually represent a 
majority of voters. 

 

We Can Design a PEI System That 
Works! 
There are many possible PR designs: there is no 
perfect system. Two are being considered by 
the Special Committee on Democratic Renewal. 

Mixed Member Proportional (MMP) 
(a two-part ballot ) 
• PEI would have 17 regular electoral districts. 
• First Part: you vote for your preferred local  or 
District candidate, as usual.  

• Second Part: You have lists of candidates  
nominated by each of the parties. You  vote 
for one candidate from your preferred party’s 
list. The result of the second part of the ballot 
determines the percentage of popular vote for 
each party. 

• Parties that did not receive enough seats at  
  the district level, will see their most popular  
  list candidates win top up seats. 
If we had MMP in the 2015 PEI Election we could 
have these results: Liberal 11; PC 10; NDP 3; and 
Greens 3. 
Dual-Member Mixed Proportional (DMP)  
(a one-part ballot) 
• PEI would have 14 districts, each with 2 MLAs 
• Parties may nominate either one or two 
candidates per district. 

•Voters place one X on their ballot for their 
chosen party or independent candidate, as 
they do now. 

•In every district, the most popular party wins a 
seat - as in the current system. 

•The second seat for every district is assigned 
so that the party distribution in the Assembly 
matches the province-wide vote. 

•The second-most-popular candidate in each 
district is chosen as often as possible. 

•Most districts will end up with MLAs from two 
different parties. 

If we had DMP in the 2015 PEI Election we could 
have had these results: Liberal 11; PC 11; NDP 3; and 
Greens 3. 
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